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Management and Avoidance
of Mould on High Pressure
Treated Timbers
The potential for mould growth on any timber surface is extremely complex and
dependent on a number of factors. The same applies to preservative treated timber.
Typical conditions for mould to establish include:
- High timber moisture content
- High ambient humidity
- Favourable temperature
The extent of infestation will depend upon:
- Timber species, pine being more susceptible
than spruce
- Any pre-infection in the timbers before treatment
- High mould spore count in the environment
Preservative treated timbers from Thomson Sawmills have
been pressure treated with the latest generation TANALITH
wood preservative to protect against all forms of decay and
insect attack. This treatment significantly extends the service
lives of the timbers for use in a wide range of applications.
The avoidance and management of mould on these
preservative treated timbers should be incorporated into
your Best Practice operations.
Our recommendations are detailed overleaf.

General Best Practice Guidance Treated Timber Storage and Stock Rotation
Treated timber stockists should control how the timber is stored as well
as careful stock rotation.
• Treated timbers should be dated and
recorded as current stock.

• Treated timber should be allowed to
dry down as soon as possible after
treatment and not subjected to
rewetting.

• Treated timber should be stored in a
designated area protected from rainfall
and direct sunlight, ideally under a roof.

• Do not wrap wet treated timber in
polythene.

• Treated timber should ideally be stored
separate from untreated timber.

• Stock retrieval for sale should not be
on the basis of the most accessible
pack and oldest treated packs should
be removed for sale first.
• Stock should be inspected once per
month to check for the presence of
mould and also general appearance
and dirt.
• Advisory notes should be provided to
end users or third party stockists if
further long term storage is expected.

• Treated timber should be open stacked
under ventilated conditions (not a fully
enclosed building) and protected from
the ambient environment to promote
post treatment drying.
- Keep packs apart with an adequate
gap (at least 250 mm) stored in tall
narrow stacks.
- Stickering in packs should be as
thick as possible since thin stickering
reduces air circulation.
- Store packs on 30-40 cm high plinths
to ensure aerated storage around the
whole of a pack.
- Arrange stacks according to prevailing
winds.
- Protect timber from dust and dirt.
- Store packs of panels vertically
not horizontally since this reduces
the surface area available for UV
weathering.

If significant mould is noted on any
stored components or manufactured
goods, then the immediate action is
to quarantine affected packs away
from unaffected stock.
Individual components should be
pressure washed prior to re-stacking
and treatment on a short cycle.
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